The Way of Luis Frois wi romax.
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Brura was a castie Towk of Chura Sumitada, the st
Christian daimy® in Jopow. under whose vule a vibrant Chiistion
culture {leurished, Sumitade dengted the pucts of Nagesaki and
fogi to the Society of lesu§ ag tHodng ports, making an extra .-
okdinary covctribution o the Flow of miernationgl culture it and
out of Jagwn, He was also pre of the three lunk who sent the
Tenshe Embassy on its histerc_journey to Rome . During the
peHod of prohibition, o prison knewn as Susuta ol was
estoblished here , whire mand Martyrs spewt their €inal hours.
From Gmura, we Hrace the vath faken by e Twewty -six Marturs
as-thest made then wau towarcl Nagasa¥i. boording o. heat
hound For Toaitsu — and we tso il Frow here acrass the
water 1o Togitsu.

The way of Alessondro Valignano "oi®

Fien Toitsu, the route asses +hreugh marryrs amves, the ruins of
Farmer churckes. and the Urakams Cathedrol, (eadirg pilgrims nto

Nagasaki -—the spitituel heort of Japanese Catholicism. hingasaki

was home o the Jesuit “Cape Church’(Misaki vo Kyiai), and 1t 2 g
was here that [uis Fréis, secretary of the Society of Jesus, ,-'mznkm-z'r.:
City)

docummened fhe lives of 4 church and its fathtal in vivid detail,
sending s accourts back to Europe. His monumental work

Historia de Jasam continves <o bring #at era 1o life Lor readeps
today. Frois passed away in Nagasak, Though his grave has never
becn-found. Directly across From the site of he Ca Pe Charch stands
beiima —the meticulously restored artificial isiand that served
05 Jopans sole official poirt of contact wish the outside world
duting the Edo petiod — offerng & vivid window into that remarkabie
Cro. The pilglimage route Then conTinues to the Twenty-Six Martyes
Menorial Museur on Nishizoka Hills the Site of aumerous martyrdons,
whete VISTLOrS can bear withess to the profound granty of the
executions of the Twenty- Six Martyrs and the great Martyrdo
of Getna. Finaky. pilalims make +ther way +o Dura Cathedpal—
-~ known as the s7te of the * Discovery of iHidden Chiistichs ” —
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wiere » reflecting on two hundred vears of Senpuku Kirtshitan
histery kegt quietly alive, +he long iouirhey comes to its end.

The Way of Luisde Almeida wiz.# wcrsni
Stepping trie Amokusa, one oy Sense on immediate ard welcome chift in
the air — o reloxed, open seirit that Furopeans cften liken 1o Naples.
“This archipelago wos bome to Jesuit aultural and educotiona | istitutions
soch 05 e Kowachinoura Collegio, the Shiki Seminary, and a prnting
press. AL ifs heighl, il was 501d Hhat Mo ove sut Chiistiahs and
faarcharts moy enter the islond - - o testament! +o how deeply the
the Christion faith hasl taken root here. Most rewarkakie of i is e
UNESCO World Heritaae Site of Sokitsu settlement , where despite
bouvties  f millions of mon dlaced on the discovery of Chrictians, a
rore ard exfreordinary history unfold ; Gallowers of Shivto, Buddhism,
dnd ChHstanity sheltered ove avotieir, uic de Almeida — the Jesuit
Priest Knowwt as “Living wheels’, wio iaid the foundations of medern
medicing in Jazan — - chose Amakusa, governed by kis close Sriend
Amakusn Shigekisa, as his ~inal rostina place. Barans he tho wa g I
drown 0 the venorkable SPIHE of toletance that defined thic lowdg.
Within the islands of Avakuse, PHgims can St vistt e wutouched
forest grove of o 1idden Christian-ers priest (o site fpown throuah
oo Trodition} ord the Seckel speing where Chivistians ohee diew holy
cter .
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Tre first half of this rovte followss i e FootsTeps of Francis Yavier s bea: nhing
Hrom the ploce where he come ashore by ship, continuma o ljuin costie where e hod

his first audience with the [ord of Kogosiima, Shimezu Tokehica, and passivg througis
opciesi hiahwous thal trace his_journey. Alorg He wols, prlarms wid encoucter Francis
Kawier Churchy Yowier Mewotial Parky and winding vaths that refain the atmosshere af /%
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Clasich, whvich houses o wewetial tower fir Saisht Shichiuewman , the -Lirst martvi of |
Kogoswima, 08 well as the ruins of the carlu (Fth cevtury Kyzdomar Choreh. |
Kngpswime wos ove of the wost challenaing heaions For Chkisyan rissionari J
worK Th e Adth and ATth canturies — - Particuiarsd in Xaviers carliest daus, /
when evongelization met with areal difficulty . Yel perhaps the Neh natural /
landscare of Kamashimg s shaved by its voicanoes and the Kuroship Curresd! J
offered some tonsolotion te those whis walked these paths,
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o hygone era. [igorby is alse said o be the Grove of Yaiiks — the man befeved 4o 3 r,:f,i 7‘195”?"“ - S & i
haue brought Youier o Japan. The Second half of Hhe toub. visite the Cathelic Sendojms \ i ‘:Z;E:;m B g
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The - tranichimabra areo preserves many histakc sites from e
reight of Christion influence W Jopan. Theve 15 wuch to &xplore
here: the astle hins of the Arina clan— the lords mosr clesely
allied with Church — the Abma Sevatnary wheve the Tenshs
Embassy bous studied before their - journet] te Europe, and
the Kirishitan Museum, The hiohlight of this area is +he
LNESCO World ‘Heritage Site of Hara Castle Buips ,wheve 38,000
Christians mode their last stand, calling ot for Lheedent of
faith in whal became the largest. uprising o the Eclo peried.
In he ond, ol but ove of these who held the costle were
wossaced — an evertt thot et deep Trouma not only ameng
Chistions, bul also amene) Buddhists and Shinto fllawers,
Searring the hation al a collective level. Because almost all
teose invelved were Kiled, the full detrails of -this wprising remain
unpesolved to thie day. The second balf of This section Lollows a
il of Kirshitan gravestones toward Smura .
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